
 

The F leet  Express
A quarterly publication for Agency Transportation Officers

New State Motor Fuel Program

The Department of  General Services 
(DGS), Department of  Purchases and 
Supply (DPS) has been working on a RFP 
for the Commonwealth’s motor fuel 
needs that incorporates bulk fuel pur-
chases with retail fuel card transactions. 
By aggregating the volume of  fuel, DPS 
was able to command a better price than 
previously realized by the Common-
wealth. 

On August 11, 2010 a notice of  award 
was posted for Bulk Fuel, Consignment 
Fuel and Fuel Cards. These contracts are 
mandatory use for state agencies and 
optional for local public bodies. The post-
ing is available on the eVA website. 

This RFP divided the state into 9 dis-
tricts, mirroring the VDOT districts. If  
you previously purchased from VDOT 
contracts, the structure is the same. Fuel 
types included within this RFP include 
Gasoline (87, 89, 93), No. 2 ULSD (Pre-
mium and Regular blends) and Bio-
Diesel (availability TBD). 

Bulk Fuel - Bulk fuel includes any 
transport delivery or tank wagon delivery 
of  motor fuel to an above ground or be-
low ground tank. These contracts were 
awarded to Mansfield Oil Company for 

the Bristol District and James River Solu-
tions for all other districts. 

Consignment Fuel - Due to volatile 
fuel prices, many agencies and localities 
are wary of  the cost of  carrying fuel in-
ventory.  Depending on your agency’s 
rate of  fuel consumption, you may not 
want to leave “money in the ground”.  In 
the Consigned Fuel Program, the vendor 
will purchase your existing fuel, make 
additional deliveries as needed and own 
the fuel until you transfer it to your vehi-
cles.  Since the vendor handles all the 
accounting, this is a good option for low-
staffed agencies and localities. 

Fuel Cards - The fuel card program will 
continue to use the Voyager card under 
Mansfield Oil Company. There will be a 
few changes, but operationally will be the 
same as the current DGS contract. 

These contracts will be available for use 
on October 6th, 2010. More informa-
tion will be available on the OFMS 
homepage. 

For more information call: 
Sandra Bailey
Business Development Coordinator
Direct: (804) 367-4962
Fax: (804) 367-8987
sandra.bailey@dgs.virginia.gov
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Safety Update
The chart below depicts accident statistics 
for vehicles owned by the Common-
wealth for the current year to date.  As 
you can see there is good news and bad.  
The good news is 37 percent of  the re-
ported accidents were the fault of  the 
other driver.  The bad news is Common-
wealth drivers were responsible for 45 
percent of  the vehicle damage.  

We have discussed distracted driving 
repeatedly and with good reason.  Most 
of  these accidents can be attributed to 
distracted or inattentive driving.  Fortu-
nately, we do not have any serious per-
sonal injury to attach to these accidents. 
However, they do account for 

$226,045.07 in monetary damages.  This 
money could be better spent on other 
agency projects or improvements.

Recently, we have also noted there is an 
increase in unexplained damage being 
reported to the VMCC.  This indicates 
daily inspections are being performed. 

inspections.  By reporting the damage 
early you are helping us repair the dam-
age before it gets worse and more costly.  
Thank you for your assistance.  

Some parking tips which may help us 
reduce this damage can be as simple as 
asking ourselves one question before we 
park our vehicle.  What can happen if  I 
park in this spot?  By identifying potential 
hazards we can develop a strategy for 
elimination.  These tips below may help:

• Always try to park in well lit areas with 
unobstructed views of  your vehicle.  
This is for your safety, as well as for the 
vehicle.

• Try to avoid spots between large vehi-
cles.  Some drivers may not be as 
skilled at maneuvering in a parking lot.

• Avoid parking next to a dumpster or 
loading dock where large vehicles may 
be in operation.

• Park only in authorized parking spots 
and ensure your vehicle is between the 
lines.

If  you have any additional recommenda-
tions or suggestions we welcome them.   

send them to 
kevin.crain@dgs.virginia.gov. 

Proper Tire Inflation

We have noticed an 
increase in tire failures 
attributed to under-
inflation.  Fortunately 
they have only resulted 
in pre-mature tire re-
placement and not per-
sonal injury.  Proper tire inflation in-
creases safety, tire longevity and fuel effi-
ciency as well as reducing vehicle emis-
sions.

Under inflated tires require longer stop-
ping distances due to improper road con-
tact.  This condition is exaggerated when 
the roads are wet.  Additionally, handling 
can also be affected.  Premature tire fail-
ure and possible blowouts can be ex-
pected when vehicles are continually 
operated with under inflated tires. 

Congressional mandates have required 
auto manufacturers to install tire moni-
toring systems on all vehicles manufac-
tured after 2008.  Some vehicles manu-
factured prior to 2008 also have these 
systems.  They signal when a tire’s pres-
sure falls 25 percent below what is rec-
ommended by the vehicle manufacturer.  
While these sensors help, they should not 
be expected to replace performing a 
monthly tire pressure check.  

When performing this check you should 
also perform a visual inspection of  the 
tire for damage.  Don’t forget, always 
perform this check when the tires are cold 
and remember the spare.  If  something 
looks suspicious, please contact the 
VMCC (866-857-6866).

The manufacturer recommended pres-
sure for your vehicle can be found in the 
owner’s manual.  It is also found in the 
driver’s door jam or fuel door on many 
vehicles.  The numbers on the tire are 
maximum pressure and should not be 
used.
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FROM THE 
DIRECTOR:
HURRICANES/FLOOD 
WATERS:
  We are now approaching the hur-
ricane season.   Please remember 
that it is the agency’s responsibility 
to insure that vehicles are not left in 
flood prone areas during storms 
which may cause flooding.   Agencies 
are responsible for the costs associ-
ated with flood damaged vehicles.   
For Richmond area agencies, if a 
flood is forecast for the area we will 
accept as many vehicles as can be 
accommodated. These vehicles will 
be accepted on a temporary basis 
since our property, located on Leigh 
St, usually does not flood. 
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